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The CoMMission of Foster Child Welfare, appointed by 
the Swedish governaent, was assigned the task of studying all matters 
related to care of children in private fvoster hoaes and child-care 
institutions, as well as coapiling data on the numbers and types of 
foster hoaes. The conaission was also instructed to study the 
informational activities related to foster child care programs and to 
assess various kinds of aid to foster parents. This summary of the 
commission's final report deals with the aforementioned topics as 
well as with public child welfare programs of a preventative nature 
and some of the problems that arise when public authorities intervene 
to assume custody of minor children. At the time of the survey nearly 
25,000 minors were receiving care outside their parents* homes; of 
that number 85 percent were in foster homes and the remainder were in 
various types of institutions. The commission strongly proposes 
expansion of preventative child welfare programs and the creation of 
new types of family care as a means of reducing the future need for 
traditional child welfare institutions. (Author/PC) 
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Sua^ary of the report prenentcd by the 
goverment Coinnlr;nion on r'onter Child V/elfare 

The GoiTiraission on Foster ChUri Welfare, appointed by the Swedish 
fioverrjner^t a fev; yeara ago, \t^ss atisiijned the task of studying all 
Tuattors related to care c.f children in privato foster homea and 
child-care institution .;, ac v/oll as corapilinef data on the numbers 
and typos of foster homoiij* T-ho coEimission was alao inatruoted to 
atudy the inforisatior.al activities related to foster ohild care 
progranB and to assQiss various kind3 of a.id to foster parents. 

In examining th« ro3e of ohi'.d care institutions, the commission 
was askod to ricTobe particular attention to the signifioanoe 
of educational and other activitie;> ained at furthering child 
K development, 

^ In it.3 final report ''•-•hi'..d an(i Ar.oleaoent \Veifare in Sweden"^ 

(SOU 1974:?) the cormission begins by cuEimari25ing current child 
'.velfarc le^;an3aT;ion. There ic; u brief hiotorical survey of ohil''^ 
v/elfarc- in -Sweden and a short r .sntation of available statistics 
in this field. There is a de:^cription of the work done by AllmSrjia 
0- bamhuset and of recent experimental child welfare programs, The 

rerjort lis to the rocial and -economic benefits available to foster 
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-aroiita ana. aiscusnos the iorue of. ta:;ation of these boncf its, 

cMXd -.Tclffire ■yroc;rdr.is of- a provcntlv© :.aatur2 as '''/•:?u' aa' "«oh'» of 
,tiio., problGHs tha-b ftrl;.ie. 7heh p^^bUo- author! int •ervO'ac no' 
anjcuny 0113 -body .of airior ' cMiclroa. . 

.... . ... . ^ . 

Ourlr.i2; 1 Si70' and -1971 , . the. corn.'nl:.^r.*iou «:) ■cri^orcJi three .M'if-Vi^..- ;• 
»<5 search- .nrs jests;. Or.a of .theirc v/ar.; a -ntiuV'-^'iUtlfd '•'V*^" JVic-*- 
■ ^'•o£?tor ahild Oar? in -^'vedlch .■hirJ.oi-al kt:'^ori tieo • ' W"dvotftCI ' ' 
Jn ;ths .avtujTui of 19.70, It -.vas almod at rrovidinr;' a •.•>lotut":- o-" 

forri of a cuo:5-;;.lonnairo.- nalXsd- -co all 8^;>j nnrndc V^ a l' a-^*^ V'c^ 

tb.'n «Kistln<? .in \.:\76den*o All '.bv-f four o.^ •jh.,?;vi»ni.ei-5a''- ivt'-or^-. . 

tf.or: oo;a,rlcto'c^. and rev^•rn^•^ the qur>'?i,j.o::i:alr.-^^ • " ■ ■ ' ' 

A- scccptV rc3?arGh ;..ro.jcc'i , oallcU " i-'h!^ •yo'ri-^r '^hi:.-). :;--d'.-S vr> - • • 
alr.!o oonduotcc dv.rinrj thr. fiv.tv.-i- of 19T0. Xv v;!.'.-: ba^r-d o;^ -ro-;t- 
:-»<5-.izsa;r of- f:or/•^t^r■ dhif-HrphV totaiXlnJ ..rcO" is^ t>u/ fiaftf min;- of " 
u.'ie.. inv9.stivjati.cn. •...'ho. .atuly. v.'a.^ cjondi-otod -.^i ^^i;v,'o •r-ia-s«.'-- - - 
a queGtio:.r:airo nallDd to bho Child ..olfaro •..•o«ait-.5o of 'i^^ Im^i*- 
ai-;.au. aivthority -ihat nad j-j.aoed iaoh oh." Id i": ita r^aant 
foater-hbas, .fpllowod-.^ a horae viaU- and intorvi^rv 'vit;-! tho 
footer paront:?^,. 

A third renearch .vro.joqt, entitled "^i'he Ohlldron'?-, Honei '.tv.a;/^ , 
took the fopn of a cueotionnairo :?ailod diirin^ tlr; ...v/orir.-.' oV 
to the C'oa,.ty Coancilg and to the? throft !aunioi^>al autUori'-ziti-; ths'- 
not vjjder j'jrisdictlon of any County Clottioil, nrhw;-' ain.-? ""' - 
wore to obtain a rdctaro of ^vhat '.oirinioiV-s the Oour.ty r^oiiiol;/.-. ' 
.tho throe sjuniolpal authorities) hnd abpt^t. the oare Pi'ovid vA o^r .' . . 
ohildren fl honoE!, and to gather currw'; information or ^•,}-.«? r€;''CJ"r'^»*s 
a.nd otruotLire of thJ>f?o inr5titi;.tionr?. 

..'•j.one of the moi^Q :ln'*ffr ta-tt findi^ ,';.- 

Acoording to the atudy on "?ho -.l-ctent of Foster Ohild Car-- In 
.:;v/edl?h liunicipel .luthoritie:^", nearly 2f;,000 ai.nora v/orc roeeivin^- 
oaro outside tholr .r-ai'ontf/ hoiios at th.*^ ti.n^ of tho siwr- (.io..^- 
tember 1970). About a^' : oJ:* theJit© (ap;.„'*o r^1,00G) rtioaivitit^ 
non-infjtitutional oaro in forrte-r horn(5i,<j othfer private horao;: or tho 

while thf! remainder (tlraoc5t 4,000) T/Gro living in vstr'o' *i t^-ocf. 
of institutions* ■ . ■ ■ 

.-> 17,000 children — n(^ariy 70 .'. of the total wor-3 living 
tJi footer hoa«s. (According: to oftrioial stat-<atiaa,' arj of' 
>1 Deoeabcr l!?7l thera were slightly over 16,500 foeter 
ohildron* ) . ' 

s- 5 1 000 adolesoanta a.:rod If] year':: or oldor mtt li^int^ in 
private r.ouno.^ arra.i,-,'5d -^ov then by looal Child ./elfarc ' 
o'emitteora* . 
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+ 500 were liYiiig in private homes arranged for them by 
approved aohools (;Juvenile correotion centers), 

: 400 had 'been placed- -by approved achooXiD in apartments, 
halfway houses and the like. , . 

. + 700 were li.cing,; cared for at approved ochoola, .. 

+■ 1 ,700 minor £3. were living in children 'o homoo, 

+ bOO older teenagers v/are living; in boardins hoiaoB and 
ahout 800 in other adolei3cant~caro or educationdl 
inatitutlona. • ■ . 

* foster Chi Idren , thi^ee-quartorc ( about 1 2 , 000 ) 

had been placed by municipal authorltitjo, and 1/4 hp.d- 
bee& privately placed, 

'fhe w«nber of children that publie' authoritiea had removed fro/a 
parental custody was considerably higher in the twelve largest 
owe<iioh siunioipal arsaa than their population would otherwise 
warranty whereas the opposite was . true of the smalieet tauiiicipol 
areas. The mediuo-sised municipal -areas aeauaed an intenaedic^te 
position in thia respect. Manjr of the children under publio 'duetody 
had originally come from the larger cities and had been placed in 
foster homes in emaller 09/^1 unit lee. A full 64 of all ohAldren 
placed^by the authorities resided in foster homes located in 
Sweden 3 least populous municipal areas. 2?he studies also indicate 
that about 2/3 of the children under public care had beejj- placed 
in foster homes outside thGir original municipal boundarieo, Place- 
ment in a footer home therefore frequently involves a oonaiderablo 
ohan^je of T.llieu. - • , 

'•The^l'ostsr Child Study*' slao indicated that many of these ohildren- 
had be^n placed at long; geoereph:iocil distances from their original 
home environments. Of^ those iinde-r public care, nearly 50 4 lived 
in footer homes located 500 kilometers (183 tniloij) or more away from 
their parents. Half of those under public care lived 100 km (61ai. ) 
or more from their parents. 

Although placements at lon^j diatanc^^s from home can t^ometimea be 
justified, for Instance in order to break ah ViXisting pattern of 
drug abuse, or can sometimes be explained for other reaeontV suoh 
as aovine in with relatives, many lone*.cii stance placements do not 
appear to be Justified from the standpoint of the ohild's .personal 
welfare, 

Aocordins to n^he Foster Child ^3fcudy^ abuaa of druffa, aloohol or 
the lake by the foster child was rarely among the motives for 
renovinc hln from Ms parents' home, -xhia is related to the fact 
that most of the children in public custody were placed in f cater 
^tlVtJV^l/t'^^ children. As the diagram btlov indicates, 

L?^*v*^ v T""*^ ^^''^ ^ ^^^^"^ time of . 

pitooaent «.nd about 60 '/> vrere under 7 yoarci. 
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.-'r.,'i.-to tlr-.-;r-f V.Vi ^cyAv, r^oir ac^ .C'l--i?i'.r,-j:l6« wain oonplctcl;' • 

If -vro OGme.T:^ th-^z- trro v-vt:?' of a{je ai-tJ-iflbv.tio:;.-:, it bcjooaos 
clear f.ial- ■•':a;-:- o.* -;:ho chilrtr*'?-^ had 1:;.vm in foctoj? :\omc ovftr a 
lo-.^c^ '^cricd, i:a'.y "■.aa i;ived lii V.xc ^lairi ^'o.rjor hot^ic d-jirin.-: tii<9 
cjiitirit ^-e^iot: e-.7ar x'ro:.; Ijlioir .-varents. Ju.-n over -iO • had' 3. iyocl 
i?: tiieii*- cv-ro:^'; ^:^o;j-^'jr. i.on?^ Tc7"^^^^ l;iian. ^^r^ar^. . 

3ut 2; .••■of t':o55e placed V; child vr/x^arc- av.thori'iioi:; l;ad -cj^c- 
y5,07.^Jl:^..liycd -i.:! a,.diCtSi-cnt f -on top homo. HaU^ imd apsnt aoas 
d..ae c^if.idron In other words, nan:" liad cha.A:;cd roBi« 

d;5-jof' o:v; or noro tiass a:? tor ioav; r.:; their parent ^' -hoaoo, 

r^out :o : :r: thoro. -laaod :rj child rr-^lfaro a-.thoriticj were 
rolatod to ih'.^r .^'ontcr parontnj. In. .iur.!; ovor half these case.-;" : 
i.'jh'i fogter imronta .tror;?. the cjiil.d 'o •. ovn • 3a't.craal -ranaparoiits. . 
Ill addition, ihorc '.-'.rrr- rn'a::.;,' fotJter •jarent?: \?ho had known the 
child ■:?oi''-or5 tho r.:att"r of foT5?r horio- vuiiccae^^^ 

.■.■•oo:Xo a.'>:>ar-5.:-i;lr coaoni : f c^t^^r ^^>aroato- laritolr tliro^.ic^h tho 
Grtirjtc.ncc of -jono .-.ort of footer hoae tradi;do;i ir. taeir':faa.ll2r, 
A*?ont :50 . :. of th*> ohilc.p?.i- -lived In f o n t oy hones r/horo at leair.fe 
one of tho .^ar'nt::: had cot.i? in i-.o contact v.dth the foster homo 

arj a .child, .Ovor 1/3 of th'; ch.'.l'^i'Oiv r^acod •07 cvZ-jlic ' 
authorlticrr lived in foster hoac:: v;hich had "previously' housed 
a:.iother fc:::ter child. . v.- > 

fctmicirial allo'-vansor: v/cro hein;; oaid ^t:o tho fontor ".jaroata of 
.2i'jarly.Gll the chiidro:; placed br child '.7clfar© authorities. At 
the tino of this con:ui-2?icn atudr, tho allowaiioo.lfOins naid for 
:-.oarl:' -iO of tho..i adou-.itee. to Jlcr .vYl;* ">or ^o:ith. Uliic ima the 
f iS-aro. rsoonsioiided b: - the Aasosiatioa of - :.>wedifjh Wirileir'ftl Autho- 
ritie? a 3 ^Jho ni;-:in-j,-; con;;:on.-3ation for maintenanoo of a" fo-jfer 
child i:: a *^rivato hone* 

(.oia^ra^) 

A{?ec of fo.:!!tar ohilrlren at tho tiiso vhcn currentl;^ (1970) valid ' 
deeicion to ron-^ve chen from t^arent?;' home v/as taJcen* 
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Slightly more than 10 :,' of the ton tor farailieo received a 
per-Qhild^ allo'francd lower than Skr 57^3 per month, aiid the 
reaaininfi 50 ;i reoeive^^ an allowance of more then Skr 375 • 
(In 1974 the minimis recooinendcd allowance is Skr 610 per 
month. ) 

"Che Children's Homo Study" indicated araong other things that' 
in the spring of 1971 there were 167 children'^ homes in, Sweden » 
of which 114 were recepbioii hoinoB /,4i;vbnile halls), 31 ixifant 
homes, 11 hoae^ for mothers and 31 special homes. Seventy-one 
per cent of all the children's hoaies v^ere owned hy County Coun- 
cils, 17 ';5 by municipal authorities outside the jurisdiction of 
Coiuity Councils, and 1 2 ^S, by other organizations. ^^ 

I'here were , about 2»800 placeo in children's hoaes, of which . 
about 2/3 were occupied at the time of the study. (On 31 December 
1972, according to official statisticG, therie wore 170 children 'a 
homos with 2,500 places.) 2he total number of employees at child- 
ren 's homes was slightly over 2,000, Of which 75 were employed 
full-ti»e, 2he average number of full-time employees per available 
place was 0.6 and per child actually under cay^ 0.9. 



The commission's arial>-ais of current problems and, propooed refogns 

In the part of its report that((inoluda its own proposals, the 
Foater Child v/elf are Commission; examines the importance of publicly- 
sponsbred nreveht lye child welfare nropi'ame . The ooanission la of 
the opinio2i that such programs should receive increased support* 
Preventive child welfare measures should include financial sub- 
jisidies to parents and their children as well as other public 
'^■arrangements to provide them with noce^jsary help and flervioefl* Ih 
addition, municipal authorities should devote greater efforts than 
in the pa«t towards gi-iaranteeing that the living environment in 
their oonmimities fulfills elementary social needs. The environ- 
ment .must be made as Etimulatir?g as possible for young people to 
grow up in* 

Secondly, public authorities should channel greater resources into 
preventive welfare programs designed for those youngsters who are 
clearly subject to variou'3 social risks* VAierever possible, these 
programs should be incorporated into the normal municipal social 
welfare services* !i?he programs discussed include the f ollowlngt - 

The commission proposes that the primary and secondary schools 
provide parenthood education ia prepare students for their future 
responsibilities as adults* Existing course offerings for expectant 
parents and young parents should be expanded* 2?he oommispion also 
advocates appropriation of Bkr 2,000,000 for parenthood oducation 
via radio t*nd tolevlsion. 
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The opmraisaion believes that the existing local ohild health 
oent^gg age in a uttique position to^ establish contact at an 
early stase with all families that have children* IDhese centers 
should therefore be utilised more ef f ootiYely for preyenti? • 
child welfare purposes. 

The ocamission also points to the importance of nursery aehccla 
(pre-schoole) and the regular aohool system in the upbringing of 
children and teenagers. The commission is conriaeed that th« 
nursery^ schools do much to prerent social maladjustBents. sav " 
ticttlarly among children with special needs. This is a strong 
argument for increasing pttbllc support in this field* 

The commission also emphasises that various types of ohildren^a 
recrea^on nrogrania can be extremely effective in preventing 
subsequent social problems* The commission therefore proposes 
that money from the State Inheritance ?und be appropriated for 
experimental recreation programs for children under age 7» on 
the same basis as existing appropriations for children aged 7-1 2* 



Some basic prinoiplea behind ohl id welfare programs 

TJie commission describei some of the general principles of child 
apd adolescent welfare which underlie its proposals* 

The first is the prinoiple of nomallsatjlc^ * This means that 
public programs for aid to families with special needs should bS 
designed in a way that people do not feel they are receiving 
exceptional treatment* 

The commission also believes in the prinoiple of geoi^^ahie^l 
proximity* i«o* that care and treatment provided by public 
authorities should be available on a local basis* Sending 
children and teenagers to homes far away from their parents 
should be avoided* 

Thirdly, no matter what form of public care is ohosen* it should 
be accepted wherever possible on a voluntary basis by those in- 
yolved* 

nnaily, those dire ctly affeoted by child welfare programs 
IjISa considerable inf luenoe oi^of both the form and contents of 
the care bei^g pyovidei^. Even in cases where a minor must be re- 
moved from his family because of acute social problems* it is 
Important for both the child and his parents to have a say in 
choosing a suitable form of care* 



MmiCiftttl child welfare gervioea> Tfte therapeut ic team aopreaeh 

The commission proposes that the municipal authorities should, in 
principle, assume responsibility for all child wtlfart progftis 



7 



. in Sweden, liaoh municipaX authority should ensure that the 
neoeoaary chUd welfare facilities are available* If neoeasary/' 
mwiioipal authorities pan collaborate in maintaining wore apeola- 
liaed faoili ties. Hew ieeislatioh should also make each municipal 
authority legally responsible for all the ohild welfare aervlooo 
it has arranged, even in cases Where these are prbvided outaide 
its own boundaries. 

'fhe' commission sketches a model for municipal child and adoleaoent 
welfare services (see sketch). The purpose is to malte more effi- 
pient use of alroaiy available rospuroe/S. $h© mpdol includes a 
oo*called therapeutic team . This unit /ihould be made flexible in 
terras of staffing, cace load capacity and available treatmtnt 
facilities. The team can employ the services of social workers, ' 
physiciana, child psychologasts, other child care staff , recreation 
leadep, etc. Parents should also be able to participate in ita 
work. 

(see page 8. ) 



Care In the T)arep-|:s^ home 

■ ■ - ' 

According to the principle of normalization, the welfare aertloee 
provided to; minors under public care should be designed in suoh 
a way that the yoiAngsters do not feel singled out for exotptional 
treatment* While working with a youngster while he is living mainly 
in his parents home, it is usually pOBsible to avoid letting 
intervention by public authorities in itself create an abnontal 
situatipn. He and his parents are alao in a better position to 
help influence the. typo of care provided. 

If public ohild welfare programs for yo-mgaters living with their 
parents are to. become a viable alternative to foster hotoea or In-, 
atltutlonal care, current economic resource© must be ri-dletrlbuted, 
Rftflldenoe In the parents' home should thua ba oottblaad with irariotti 
ohild welfare neaaurea In a way that provldei tfftotlva guidaaoa. 

To make this more feasible, there must be graattr ooXlaboratloA 
betwaea various aocial welfare agencies. The aiodtl of munloipal 
child and adolaaoent welfare aervloea utillaing a thaMpautle ttaa ' 
jpproaeh (see sketch below) can supply the baalo prara^uliltaa. 
Tht proper combination of welfare aervloea required In eaeh pa»^ 
tlcular oaae oan be planned by tha therapeutic ttam bafora balag 
delegated to other munloipal a^enolea. The team eaa thus baooma 
tha central agency for deciding the types of aid and oouasaliag 
to be provided. 

The kinds of aid available to minora living in thalr parents' 
homaa inolude financial aupport to the timlly la tha foi* of 
aoolal asslstanoei rant aubsidlea and the Ilka, aa well as other 
material help such as better housing, amploymant or aduomtlea. It 
la obviously unaooaptable that a ohild should have to move lata 
another family or an inatltutlon merely baoause his paraats laok 



aiftoh bf moUl for aunleipal ohlld ltd ftdQlMo«ftt wilfM^ ■•wi«^y B 
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projwr houBingf ohiXdi<-ninding faoilltias or tnploymtnt. 

At for sora Mrtioo-orionted moa»ur«a» tha hoaaaakar aya-^ofi^ 
QOttXd oartaialy .proya importint* Tba ooaaiaaion baliaTaa 
that tha heaaaakart and ohiid aidaa ourrantly aaplioyad by 
auniolpal author! tias to holp othtr oatagoriaa of paoj^^au 
ahould bt aada aora raadLily ayallabla for uio by aimioipal 
ohlld walfara agaaoiaa. iJIha oonaisaion propotaa oraatioa of 
a piloi prograa for lupplaaantary training of auniolpal hoaa* 
aakara and ohild aidaa, to ba adainiatarad Undar tha auap^oaa 
of tht National Labor liarkat Board. 

If tha youagatar raaaina in his paranta' hoaa* varibua typaa 
of faaily tharapy aay ba of ooniidairabla uaa in halpiag t« ivofk 
out hia problaaa* Fiaily thanipy inaida or outaida tha hoaa la 
daaignad to halp iaprova tha ralationahipa batwaaa atabara of 
tha iaaa faaily 4 Sha eoaaioaioa adrooataa tha oraatioa of ai«- 
pariaaatal faaily tharapy prograao in a nuabar of flvadiah mmiaipal 
araaa* It propoaaa tha appropriation of 8kr 6,000t000 orar a ihraa^ 
yaar pariod to atiauiata aypariaanta in tha uaa of thia typa of . 
tharapy* . • • . 

fha ooaaiaaion baliavaa that a graatar pablio ooaaitBoat to pra« 
Yantiva walfara aaaauraa for ohildran and adolaaoaataf along with 
aspaaaion of publio aid and aarrioaa to faailiaa with ohildroa» 
will raduoa tha naad for plaoaaant outaida tha paranta' hoaa* 
Touagatara who oannot raoaiva tha oara thay naad in thair paraata' 
hoaa ahould ba plaoad in a foitar hoaa rathar than an iaatitutloa 
wharttwr-poaaibla* Thia ia baoauaa a foetar hoao ia battar aquippad 
to fulfill tha priaeiplaa of noraalitationt gaographioal proxiaity» 
voluntary aooaptanoa of publio oara and oo«>pairtioipatioa in daeiaioi 
aakiag» all of whibh tha doaaiaaioa ragardi aa daairabla ia tha 
f laid of ohild and adoiaaoant waif art* 

9ha ooaaiaaion taphatitta tha inportanoa of following tha pria- 
oiplta of ttomalisation and gtographioal proiiidty in oaiaa..Mia«a 
oara ia providad outtidt tha paraata' hoaa* Xoviag into a f eatar 
hoaa ahould inTOlva aa faw ohaa^at of ailiau aa poaaibla* Ooataeta 
with tha ohild 'a prtTioua tnTiroaaant ahould ba aaiataiaad if 
praotioabla* Plaoaatnt in tha aaw ftaily ahould ba uadartakaa ia ' 
ooaaultation with tha ohild and hia paranta* Publio aarvioaa avails 
abla to tha ^naw** faaily ahould ba inoraaaad and tha aupandaioa 
proTidad by ma looal^Child Walfara Ooaaittaa ahould ba iaprevad* 
With thaaa guldalinaa for futura foatar hoaa oara, it thould ba 
poaaibla to raduoa what tht ooaaiaaion ragarda aa aa axoaaaiva auabi 
of traaaf art f roa oat foatar ffuiily to aaothar* lha raal < rpoaa 
of ohild walfara aarrioaa -* to allow tha ohild to raaaia i % hia 
own paranta, or failing that, to oraata a aoiaal aad atabla aaTirea* 
atat ia aaothar faaily - oan thut ba battar aaxirad* 

fhB ooaaiaaion propoaaa that tha ourrant ayataa of foatar ohild 
tara ba raplaoad by a ayataa of what it oalla t>»ii>ata ^wi<i4<^^i 
family yummm. {ha privata faaily hoaat ara aynoayaoua with tht 
foattr hoaaa that tha aunioipal authoritiat raly on today* fha 
Buaioipal faaily hoaaa, on tha othar.hahd» art a.aaw ooattptt a 
BOdif itd and tlig^y anlargad vartion of tha f oittr boat with a 
eloatr tit**iA to othtr aunioipal faaily aarviota* 
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Privatt f aniiy homts should bs ayailftble both for long-tom 
•Bd 0bort*tenB plaoomants. 7ho number of youngstors living 
in auoh a bona at any givan tina ahould not ezoaad two* Privata 
faaiily honaa ahould raooive larger rasouroaa and aora publio aar- 
Yioaa than many^ foatar homaa are. raoaiving at praaant* The looal 
Child Walfara CotBttittaa ahould be reapOnaibla for ttaintaininf 
oontinuoua eontaot with thaa^ homaa* O^hoaa who take care of tha 
ohildran ahould be able to obtain infonation and help i^an naadad* 
9ba munioipal tharapeutio teem described earlier may ba auitabla 
aganoy to adminiater these aervioaa* IThe munioipal authority ahould 
pay a f aa to the person providing child oara in tha private faaily 
hornet in adourdanoa with an agreement between them, mia ooamiasion ' 
would like this eompensation to take the form of a fixed aua par 
child per month. In addition to this feet the mxaniolpal autbo* 
rity ahould re-imburae the costs of foodt clothing* tranaportationt 
educational afateriala, etc* The cooaiaaion auggeata that only the 
fee be conaidered^ taxable income. 

Municipal family homea ahould be eatablished and operated by the 
local Child HITelfare Committee* At leaat one member Of the staff 
ahOuld be a full-time employee of the municipal authority* Gene* 
rally apeaking it would be deairable if the munioipal authority 
provided the building aa well as certain fumiabinga and eduoi^' 
tional materiala needed by the children. At leaat one of the ataff 
at eaoh aimioi pal family home should have aooial'-irork or teacher 
training or apeoial experience with public programs in the field 
of child and adoleaoent welfare* 

The munioipal family homes are intended mainly for older ohildre^ 
and for teenitgera, but this does not exclude them f rom beiag used 
to take care of younger children* The homea ahould be equipped to 
provide extenaive welfare aervicest including handling crisis situa*^ 
tiona* They ahould tberef >re alwaya be well-prepajred f or suoh aAerft: 
i&eia8«;. The municipal family homea should provide a direct altexi* . 
native to placement in traditional cbild-oare inatitutiona* T^ay 
ahoiild operate as muoh as possible iike an ordinary family* To pre- 
vent suoh a home from assuming an institutional oharaotert the 
number of youngaters living there at any given time Should not 
exceed four* In addltion» the homea should be used both for plaoiag 
youngsters who have come under put}lio car^ and for providing rasi* 
danoeai for other young people needing apeoial asaistaaoe* 

Central govenment funda should be made available to cover the 
salaries and fringe benefits of the staff employed in tbO muai* 
cipal famiiy homea* The commission estimates that govenmeat out- 
laya for this purpose would total Skr 8 - 10 000 000 per fisoal 
year* The oommission moreover proposes that the State Xaberitaaoe ' 
fund re-imburae the municipal authorities for their expaases ia 
aequiring and furnishing the munioipal family homes* It estimates 
the amount required for thia purpose at Skr 2-3 000 000 per fis- 
oal year* 

Training eourses for foster psrei&ts are ourrently available in 
some munioipal areas* The ooamiasioa asks that these eoursss be 
made pemanent and that the reviiad ourriculum iaoludo training 
in ohild and adoleaoent care tailored to the raquiremenia of the 
new types of fattily hoaes* Munioipal authorities nishiai to •poiiSdi> 
such eoursss should be allowed to do so* The ooursss should take ' 
the foftt of labcr aa^ket training, as they bavs done ia the past. 
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Inatitutional Care 

'Sh9 opvmission bslieves that' the proposed expansion of preventive 
servioes jmd the creation of new types of famiXy care will iiake it 
po80ible to reduce the future need for traditional child-welfare 
inatitution3.!I!he .latter should be ohoaen as the proper alternative 
only in cases where more open typea of care cannot provide tk^ 
special therapeutic resources ihat ere necessary. 

The oonnission suggests that these institutions be referred to as 
»• children 'ft hones" and "youth homes". Olhe older generic ten ••child 
welfare institutions" has an authoritarian ring to it^at least in 
Swedish. Children's homes with poor locations, i.e. where thtx^t iti 
little or no opportiinit^r to combine inistitutional carf with other 
types of social welf lire services* should be closed dows. !I!he ooa- 
mission feels that certain children's homes with good looationi 
should be changed 80 that they come as close as possible to ful* 
filling the child welfaz^e priaoiples discussed eariier. Children . 
living in these homes should not be sorted into different categoriei 
if this practxoe can be avoided. The number of places in a children' 
home or in each independent unit therof should not ezceedi eight. 

Children's homes dhould have sufficient resources : to enable thsm . 
^ to offer intensive and well-rounded services. In the opinion of 
the commissil>on» these homes ought to be just as well*equipp«d with 
educational aids as nursery schools and children's free«>tiBe 
centers. The staff should have training that makes it possible for 
them to fulfill the children's educational and rehabilitative needs. 
The youngstsrs in these homes should, wherever possible, be Sble tf 
take part in activities outside the home. At the same time, young- 
sters living in the vicinity should be given opportunitjlies to. par- 
ticipate in activities within the home. 

Bach municipal authority should independently, or in collaboration 
with other local authorltiee, be responsible for supplying the 
necessary number of places in children's homes and youth houes. 
The commission proposes that the County Councils and private Orga- 
nisations no longer be responsible for these institutions* 

Costs. Central Qovemment Qrants. Mo 

If implemented, the commission's proposals would entail increased 
municipal expenditures as a result cf expanded social welfare 
services, more adequate aid to private family homes, establishftanjb:. 
of municipal family homes, and the transfer of responsibility for 
children's homes and youth homes to municipal authorities* To 
encourage the expansion of: existing social welfare programs > the 
central, government has already made grants available to cover the 
costs of additional municipal homemakers, more nursery sohools and 
so forth.The commission proposes that the State Inheritance Fund 
also finance pilot programs in family therapy and recreational 
activities for children under age 7. The government itself should 
asstme the cost of parenthood eduoation, trial progi>sas in supplesiM 
tary training of homeaak'et'S and child aides, and training of staff - 
to work in the new municipal family hemes, The cottmissien 
proposes central government grants to cover the operating 



8xp«ia8es of tht munloipal fasall/ homtte, &lon^ tb« fiamo XiD»s 
aa tbe exit ting srants to mYmicipal day oas^e oenttfra. Finally t 
th0 Stattt Inheritanoe KSuid 8h<»uld Tl-nanoe th« aoqulBltlon and 
fttrnlshing niinlcipal family homes* 




!fhtt author is iiolely rosponsiUv for tit« opinions oxpreifttd 
in this artiooA* 
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